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IRAQ INSPECTION TEAMS TURN UP MORE
NEW TALMUD BAGHDADI TRACTATES

Special to the Kustanowitz Kronikle

BAGHDAD, March 12 — Although re-
cent inspections of newly opened Presidential
Palaces have thus far yielded no secret caches
of illegal chemical and biological weapons of
mass destruction, inspectors were surprised to
find a collection of ancient texts hidden there.

Careful inspection has revealed it to be
related to the texts that were discovered in 1991
at the end of the Gulf war.  As reported in the
Kronikle then, the find included a set of  new
tractates, dubbed the Talmud Baghdadi.  In-
cluded are Nappin, the laws of taking Shabbat
afternoon naps; Fressin, the laws of preparing
and partaking in a shul kiddush, and Meetin,
the laws of conduct at shul meetings.  Excerpts
from Tractate Nappin were published here at
that time, but the fragments of Fressin and
Meetin were unreadable.

The new discovery includes the complete
text of Tractate Fressin, a portion of which is
reproduced on this page, and a more complete
edition of Pirkei Imahot (Ethics of the Moth-
ers,) a long-lost companion volume to Pirkei
Avot (Ethics of the Fathers).  Following are
some of its teachings, previously published.
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EXCERPTS FROM
PIRKEI IMAHOT

KNOW YOUR SAGES

We have learned much from the pages of the
Talmud Baghdadi, but few of us know the sages
behind the pages.    Here are some brief profiles of
the sages quoted in the excerpts from Tractate
Fressin:

The Groisser Fresser was one of the biggest of the
sages, literally.  His positions were strict, but he
tended to be more lenient in his opinions whenever
they served to permit the consumption of more
food.

The Punkt Farkert was a regular opponent of the
Groisser Fresser, and took great pleasure in refut-
ing every one of his arguments.

The Etzba B’Af was widely known for his pen-
etrating analysis, but did not have many friends
because of a lack of personal hygiene.

The Regel BaPeh had an uncanny ability to offer
soundly reasoned arguments, but somehow
tended to use them to undermine his own position.

The Ohf Hagadol, always one to seek compro-
mises and find peaceful solutions, was the tallest
of the sages, but his skin had a yellowish cast, with
an almost feather-like texture.

The Grobber Yung, as wide across as the Ohf
Hagadol was tall, made his mark  by barging in to
discussions among the more revered sages, punc-
tuating his remarks with obscure references.

Previously unknown Talmud tractates Fressin
and Meetin were discovered in this Presidential
Palace built for Saddam Hussein.

BEST BETS FOR THE
ACADEMY AWARDS:

The Kronikle's Oscar Picks
(With a special Kol HaKavod to Esther Kustanowitz )

Good Will Hunting: A reporter takes to the streets,
searching for a Reform Jew who has something good
to say about the Orthodox, and vice versa.

Twister: A community is thrown into chaos when
their ceremonial huts are subjected to unusual
forces of nature.

Wag the Dog: A fringe group of Orthodox Jews re-
enact the Kapparot ritual, with a small difference
that causes a national outrage.

Contact:  Turmoil ensues when two "Rakevet"
chains, one of men and one of women, collide during
a particularly lively wedding.

Great Expectations: A mother grieves as her son
passes up medical school for rabbinical school.


